
 

 

Disclaimer: 

As a condition to the use of this document and the information contained herein, the 
Facial Identification Scientific Working Group (FISWG) requests notification by email 
before or contemporaneously to the introduction of this document, or any portion 
thereof, as a marked exhibit offered for or moved into evidence in any judicial, 
administrative, legislative, or adjudicatory hearing or other proceeding (including 
discovery proceedings) in the United States or any foreign country.  Such notification 
shall include: 1) the formal name of the proceeding, including docket number or similar 
identifier; 2) the name and location of the body conducting the hearing or proceeding; 
and 3) the name, mailing address (if available) and contact information of the party 
offering or moving the document into evidence. Subsequent to the use of this document 
in a formal proceeding, it is requested that FISWG be notified as to its use and the 
outcome of the proceeding.  Notifications should be sent to: chair@fiswg.org 

Redistribution Policy: 

FISWG grants permission for redistribution and use of all publicly posted documents 
created by FISWG, provided that the following conditions are met: 

Redistributions of documents, or parts of documents, must retain the FISWG cover 
page containing the disclaimer.  

Neither the name of FISWG, nor the names of its contributors, may be used to endorse 
or promote products derived from its documents. 

Any reference or quote from a FISWG document must include the version number (or 
creation date) of the document and mention if the document is in a draft status. 
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This document includes a cover page with the FISWG disclaimer. 

 
 

1.  Practitioners shall act with honesty, integrity, objectivity, and impartiality, and to the 
best of their ability, render unbiased opinions and endeavor to promote the 
understanding of their comparisons and findings in an impartial manner.  
 

2.  Practitioners who testify in court should recognize and acknowledge their overriding 
duty to the court and the administration of justice. 
 

3.  Practitioners shall perform activities utilizing accepted techniques and methods that 
are reliable and accurate with accepted standards and controls.  
 

4.  Practitioners shall not misrepresent their qualifications. Expertise is based on 
training, experience, demonstrated competency, proficiency testing, and ongoing 
professional development.  
 

5.  Practitioners shall not undertake activities or give opinions in areas in which they are 
not qualified. 
 

6.  Practitioners shall keep all privileged communications confidential. 
 

7.  Members of FISWG who violate this Code of Ethics shall be reported to the FISWG 
executive board pursuant to its bylaws. 

* These guidelines are not intended to supersede or replace any other organizational Code(s) of Ethics. 

 

FISWG documents can be found at: www.fiswg.org  
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